
College Student Interview 
Interviewing a current college student in your field of interest is a great way to get a feel for 

what’s ahead in your own educational path.  Project & Reflection due Thursday, 9/13 
 

Getting Started 
 Decide on the fields of study and potential careers that interest you. 

 Find a current undergrad or graduate student to interview.  You may not interview a parent, 

sibling or family member – but they may be good resources to help you find someone else.  

College admissions advisors can be helpful as well. 

 Make contact: email, phone, social media, etc.  Remember: grammatical 1st impressions matter. 

 Introduce yourself; explain the purpose for the interview and the amount of time requested 

(approximately 20-30 minutes). 

 Set a clear date and time that works for both of you. (Carve out at least 2 hours in your 

schedule.) Write it down and set an alert on your phone.  Make sure you won’t forget! 

 

Before the meeting: 
 Learn as much as you can about the school, program, and person you’ll be interviewing. 

 Decide what kind of information you need: about the institution, programs and majors, what’s 

needed to get in, workload, day-to-day life, potential career paths, and other general advice. 

 Prepare a thank you card and pre-stamp it so you can complete & mail it right after the 

interview.  A follow-up email or message works too.  Showing gratitude is key. 

 Create a list of at least 20 open-ended questions; include plenty of space to write down the 

answers and put the questions in logical order.  OR:  Ask for permission to record the interview so 

you can go back later to transcribe the conversation afterward. 

 Take 2 pens or pencils; practice your writing-while-listening skills. 

 Plan what to wear: dress professionally but appropriately for the situation. 

 Arrive 5 minutes early & plan to be there for up to an hour, if the interview goes well it may take 

longer because you will be absorbing lots of information. 

 

During the Interview 
 Introduce yourself & shake hands (if it seems appropriate). 

 Mention the purpose for your visit.   For example: “Thank you for letting me ask you questions 

about your experience as a student for this assignment in my internship class.” 

 Expect to begin the conversation, but invite elaboration.   “I’ve prepared some questions, but 

please add anything that occurs to you as we go along.” Tangents can be gold mines. 

 Speak clearly – especially if you choose to record the conversation. 

 Behave professionally:  be polite, don’t interrupt, and maintain eye contact. 

 Be prepared to ask impromptu questions. 

 Close with a handshake, make eye contact, and say ‘thank you’. 

  

After the Interview 
 Send a thank-you note or email within 24 hours. Mention something specific and valuable that 

you learned, and how it helped you in thinking about your own future. 

 Turn-in your thoughtful and typed reflections along with your questions & notes. 


